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The Honorable Ted Stevens

Office of the Assistant Majority Leader
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

Mr. Mark Fowler, Chairman, Federal Communications
Commission, has asked me to reply to your 24 September 1981
letter regarding| | ideas on using Alaska STAT
for U.S. overseas broadcasting and the collection of foreign
electronic intelligence. We have also received your note of
13 November. While I cannot speak on behalf of VOA, NSA, or
other agencies, I can inform you briefly of our position on
this.

It is my understanding that in the years following

World War II, when FBIS was expanding its activities, Alaska
was considered--albeit only briefly--for a possible moni-

toring site. While a monitoring site in the far north could

rovide coverage of many Soviet and other radios, as| | STAT
EQEHIboints out, FBIS determined at the time that more STAT
southerly locations would provide better all-round moni-

toring capability for those radios which were of interest to

us. Our existing bureaus, situated further south in the

Northern Hemisphere, offer the additional advantage of being
able to monitor many stations to the south which cannot be
covered as well, or at all, from Alaska.

In short, our experience is that overall coverage
considerations and operational efficiency make it advan-
tageous to do our monitoring from more centrally located S
sites in the Far East and West Europe. We would not, of
course, rule out Alaska in the event moves of economy or
changing political climates in those countries where we
presently operate compel us to relocate some of our over-
seas operations.

~.
S
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The Honorable Ted Stevens, U.S. Senate

Please convey to| lour” appreciation for his STAT
interest in this matter and let me know if I can be of any
further assistance.

Sincerely,
STAT
Director
Enclosure
cc: Mr. Mark Fowler, Chairman, FCC
FBIS/FCS/ (25Nov8l) STAT

Distribution:
Orig - Addressee, w/encl
- Mark Fowler, w/encl
- C/FCS, w/encl
FCS Chrono, w/encl
- C/Ops, w/encl
- D/FBIS Chrono, w/encl
- FBIS Registry, w/enclV
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20554

November 2, 1981
OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN

Director

Foreign Broadcast Information
Service

P. 0. Box 2604

Washington, . C. 20013

Dear

written to Senator Ted Stevens réising several interesting ideas based on his
own experiences and observations of the potential of Alaska to serve the
national interest.

Unfortunately, the Federal Communications Commission is not involved in
the activities indicated in| Netter, namely, foreign broadcast
and electronic intelligence collection. Accordingly, I am forwarding this
query to your agency for review, as it appears that some of the activities may
fall within the purview of the Foreign Broadcast Information Service. A
response directly to Senator Stevens would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincer ly%

Mark S. Fowleér
Chairman

With best wishes,

Enclosure

Apﬁroved For Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85-00024R000300030004-5



Approved For Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85- 00024R000300030004 5

1 ‘QQTING;AND TRANSMITTAL jﬂ 2 4 wov 81 Q
'rcr Name office symbol, room number, initials | Date
uiiding, Agency/Post)

1. ¢/0rs - IY W\/b‘f{’(

2 C/FCS

30

4,
Action File Note and Return
Approval For Clearance Per Conversation
As Requested For Correction Prepare Reply
Circulate For Your Information Sea Me
Comment Investigate Signature
Coordination Justify

REMARKS

Deaft reply to Senator Stevens is
ready for final typlng. Pls note I have
mos
inserted refsrence to his/recent letter,

8 new one datsd 13 November. jde

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals,
clearances, and simifar actions

FROM: (Name, org. symbol, Agency/Post) Room No.—Bidg.
Phone No.
5041-102 OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76)

Prescribed by GSA
* . . FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.206
U.S5.GP0:1978-0-261-647 3354
Approved For Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85-00024R000300030004-5




Approved F

Lt

or Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85-00024R000300030004-5
7

to Senator Stevens,
the reply, and T will

Please provi

el fiip

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals,

e, s . .l Date
i- ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL P
9 Nov 81
TO: (Name, office symbol, room number, olytials Date
building, Agency/Post) ( \
1. C/Ops XN 19\
Ta l
2, C/FCS Y.&_/
\J
3.
4,
8.
ion File Note and Return
Approval For Clearance Per Conversation
As Requested For Correction Prepare Reply
- [Circulate For Your Information See Me
Comment Investigate Signature
Coordination Justify
REMARKS
I talked to Sat Legislative Liaison
Branch, and he has no problem with FBIS replying directly

de LRB with a copy of
send the whole package to LLB..

concurrences, disposals,

clearances, and similar actions

C/LRB

FROM: (Name, org. symbol, Agency/Post)

Room No.—Bldg.

Phone No.

5041-102

% U.s, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1979-—281.184/1

Approved For Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85-00024R000300030004-5

OPTIONAL
Prescribed b
FPMR (41 CF]

FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76)
GSA
101-11.206




_ . Approved For Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85-00024R000300030004-5
TERIIE o ®
Vlnifed . Diafes Denafe

OFFICE OF
THE ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER

WASHINGTON, D.C, 20510

November 13, 1981

| 'Director

Foreign Broadcast Information STAT
P.O. Box 2604
Washington, D.C. 20013

Dear John:

We have been advised by Chairman Fowler that he has
forwarded a letter to your office from one of my constituents
in regard to foreign broadcast and electronic intelligence.

Enclosed is a copy of the FCC letter, as well as in-

formation that should be of interest to you in reference to

correspondence of September 9.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Wwith best wishes,

ordially,

TED @&TEVENS
Assistant Majority Leader

Enclosures
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[FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20554

B 4o
RN e
e “3553?

OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN

Honorable Ted Stevens

Assistant Majority Leader

United States Senate

127 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

Thank you for forwardina the letter Fron!

letter raises several interesting ideas. Unfortunately, the Federal
Cammunications Counission is not involved in the activities suggested by

that is, foreign broadcast and electronic intelligence

collection, although during World War II the Federal Camunications Commission
was involved to a limited extent in this area.

‘ However, in order to pursue‘ ideas more fully, we are
forwarding his letter to the agencies with specific responsibilities in the
area that‘ ‘\the Foreign Broadcast Information Service and
_the U. S. International Commmnication Agency. We are requesting that these
“agencies expeditiously respond directly to you concerning | \query.

I certainly understand your interest in the potential of Alaska in
contributing further to the national interest, and I hope that our forwarding
\ cbservations to the appropriate agencies advances these goals.

With best wishes,

;Sinqerely, - £
4

/ ; / ‘1”: /{:’)
,/ Ec -,/"“"{l\' @ ‘ ?;'\‘/\ \/"\_,J
Mark S. Fowler

jkﬂ ,S _ Chairman
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20554

November 2, 1981

OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN

STAT
Director
Foreign Broadcast Information
Service
P. 0. Box 2604
Washington, D. C. 20013
STAT
. TAT
I am enclosina a auerv from SIAI
has
Vens raising several interesting ideas based on his

own experiences and observations of the potential of Alaska to serve the
national interest.

Unfortunately, the Federal Communications Commission is not involved in STAT
the activities indicated in \letter, namely, foreign broadcast
and electronic intelligence collection. Accordingly, I am forwarding this
query to your agency for review, as it appears that some of the activities may
fall within the purview of the Foreign Broadcast Information Service. A
response directly to Senator Stevens would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.,

Sincergly %
/’)A( i! 5 ]
j

Mark S. Fowler
Chairman

With best wishes,

Enclosure

4 .
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TED STEVENS

ALASKA .: . » /'/6— 3 ,
WVlnifed Hiafes Denafe o

ok i S ;g,u. g Y
OFFICE OF Ny 1% \*r A
THE ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER"” <3 é B

WASHINGTON, D.C., 20510

September 24, 1981

Mark S. Fowler, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 "M" Street

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Fowler:

’MS_B_LMQIQ | STAT

AlaskKa. 1 have Known | [for many years. He is a STAT

man in possession of great insight, especially in the area
of communication.

[:::::::]has expressed an interest in employing Alaska's STAT)
unigque geography for purposes of electronic intelligence and
national interest transmissions. This correspondence ex-

pPresses his interest in pursuing the merits for both of
these projects.

I would greatly appreciate your analysis of these
ideas. I, and others in Congress, are interested in the
potential of Alaska to contribute further for the national

interests. We hope to be able to work with you to implement
some of Augie's observations in the near future.

I greatly appreciate your attention to this important
matter.

With best wishes,

Cordially,

: ;%g SZEVENS

Assistant Majority Leader

Enclosure
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Anchordge, Alaska
September 9, 1281

Senator Ted Stevens
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: (1) Potential of Alaska as a base for short-wave
transmissions to Iron Curtain countries.

(2) Alaska as an intelligence listening post.
Dear Senator Ted:

When I visited with you at breakfast last May I touched on

the above subjects briefly and you asked that I present my
thoughts in writing.

During my first four years of radio engineering in Fairbanks
(1939-1943) it was necessary to acquire news E%::::::jby

copying Transradio Press. It came in via short-wave at 45 to
55 words per minute on various short-wave frequencies and
throughout the day from several sources. The majority of
these transmissions were from New York, a few from San Fran-
cisco and very few from Hawaii. The phenomena of short-wave
fadeout conditions, wherein signals would simply disappear,
sometimes almost instantaneously, sometimes after a fading
process, was little known in those days. Now we know fade-
outs are caused by violent solar eruptions, causing magnetic
disturbances which are accentuated in Polar regions.

What I noticed while copying press was that short-wave sig-
nals (and standard broadcast band reception for that matter)
would fade out first and most dramatically when the source
was from an Fast-West path, and would be usable the longest
(and may not disappear completely) when transmissions were
from South to North location. Conversely North to South
transmissions were always more reliable and effective than
West to East during my Amateur Radio days in Fairbanks, and
this phenomena was also noted during World War II when my
short-wave transmitter, licensed experimentally

Approved For Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85-00024R000300030004-5
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Senator Ted Stevens
Page 2
September 9, 1981

transmitted secret weather information, decoded from Soviet
transmissions, to the South 48 for use by the Pentagon for

.

planning strategic bombing of the Kuriles. This was part of

L5 A

From those early days experiences and studying the peculiar-
ities of both short-wave and standard broadcast band propa-
gation, I reached the conclusion that while Arctic Alaska,
situated in the Polar Magnetic cap, suffered periods of se-
vere fadeouts and complete loss of signals occasionally, this
phenomena might well be turned to a useful advantage.

In the late 1950's and early 1960's,

of Radio Free Europe and coordinated with Federal Agencies

in raising funds. In 1959 I joined a group of other State
Chairmen and we visited the Munich RFE Headgquarters, and their
transmitter site near Lisbon. We were told of the severe jam-
ming problem the Soviet Union imposed on Iron Curtain Country
citizenry, who depended on RFE and Voice of America for truth-
ful information. It was then that I began to think of Alaska
as the potential platform for short-wave transmissions to Iron
Curtain target countries. '

The problem with transmitting from Lisbon to behind the Iron

Curtain is the relatively short distance involved. This re-

guires fairly low frequency transmissions which can be jammed
guite effectively over widespread local areas.

Transmitting from Alaska, on higher short-wave frequencies
would create more of a jamming problem, because local jam-
ming devices on higher short-wave frequencies cover a fairly
short radius, and the economics of building and operating
large quantities of local jammers would be staggering. While
it is true that there would be periods of time, during fadeout
conditions, when no signals would propagate from the Arctic,
still when propagation was superb, Alaskan transmissions would
penetrate more effectively. Wouldn't it be better to have
highly influential programming reach the target Iron Curtain
countries most of the time than to be jammed virtually all

the time?

Approved For Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85-00024R000300030004-5
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Senator Ted Stevens
Page 3
September 9, 1981

The reason I have not brought this matter to your attention -
is concern over the economics of duplicating in Alaska what

I saw at RFE in Munich. Until the advent of high guality .
program line service via Satellite, it did not seem feasible
t+o have a redundant Headquarters programming operation in
alaska to feed programming to the transmitters. However,
with sophisticated satellite communications now available on
a world-wide basis, programming sources could come from any-
where in the world, and so could telemetry to switch trans-
mitter frequency, switch antennas and perform other necessary
command and control functions. The only Alaskan investment
would be the necessary antenna farm, transmission equipment,
and engineering staff on location to maintain it.

-

During recent months I have devoloped additional views on
utilizing Alaska as a site for important U.S. Government ac-
tivities. It has been my experience that during periods of
good standard broadcast band propagation, early in the morn-
ning (expecially during fall, winter and spring months when
sundown conditions exist to the West, all kinds of foreign
language signals can be heard, even on small transistor radios
in the home. They appear to be Oriental in nature. A similar
condition was noted in Nome during earlier years, because the
Jesuit Fathers became disturbed that Alaskan Eskimo people
could pick up Siberian broadcasts in English and there was

little of any local broa rogramming to offset Soviet
propaganda. This caused to acquire funds STAT
for a Nome radio station in 1° at which time I helped him

’

cho uipment and apply for a 10,000 watt Construction Per-
mit

Actually, your acguisition of Congressional funding for the

Federal Communications Commission to begin Arctic Propagation

studies in the Standard Broadcast Band has led me to a new

concept. When I discussed Arctic propagation with FCC Engi-

neering staff members, I noted that they had a more than cas-

ual interest in what might also be heard from the West. The

Arctic sky-wave studies you funded were primarily designed

+to monitor South 48 Clear Channel stations for engineering

data to create new Class 1-A sky-wave curves which would

correct and replace the ancient 1934 FCC Engineering curves

prepared for latitudes below the Canadian border. Subsent-

ly, at the time the contract with the University of Alaska/
Geophysical Institute was being negotiated with the FCC, I

asked | if he could provide the FCC with a STAT
"honus" by orienting an antenna toward the West, and spend a g
little time monitoring what could be received from that direc-

tion. He agreed. EHe also reminded me that the Geophysical

STAT
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Senator Ted Stevens
Page 4
September 9, 1981

Institute has been studying Arctic propagation, eruptions

from the sun and other Polar phenomena for years, and has N
a wealth of material either in computers or stored in boxes

from early studies before computers were available.

When I was in Washington last May, I learned from Engineering
friends who are in a position to know, that the United States
Government has found that monitoring foreign country standard
broadcast band transmissions, which are designed for local
listeners, affords important intelligence information because
these "home" reports are related to existing realities, rather
than propaganda released for foreigh consumption. I under-
stand that U.S.A. monitoring of Iranian home-broadcasts during
the hostage crisis was especially revealing.

Therefore it would seem to me that a site in Alaska might also
be considered for the location of a listening post for stan-
dard broadcast band transmissions from Siberia, North Korea,
China, and the Soviet Union for that matter. Inspecting a
globe, you wiIl note that from Alaska, many of these countries
are South, or almost on a North-South axis, which affords op-
_timum transmission conditions except for extreme fadeout
conditions.

I feel confident that there is engineering merit for both of
the above projects and to prove it there might well be an
additional study called for by the University of Alaska/Geo-
physical Institute. In addition to the quantity of related
data in their own computers, they have access to a great deal
of additional information contained in computers of the Stan-
for Research Institute. I'm confident the Geophysical Insti-
tute has the world's best supply of data vital to these topics.

One of the reasons I have been active during recent months
supporting retention of the FCC Field Monitoring Station in
Anchorage is because the functions of their operations might
well be integrated into the Alaskan intelligence gathering
potential referred to above.

Senator Ted, I bhelieve there is much food for thought which
might be of interest to the State Department, the DOD and the
FCC - perhaps to other Government Foreign Service - contained
in these observations.
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Senator Ted Stevens
Page 5
September 9, 1981

Fnclosed are copies of clippings accumulated during the
past few years relating to the above, as yell as othgr
supporting information. If you wou}d be 1pterested in
discussing this further while I am 1n Washington from
September 25th to 30th I would be happy to do so.

Cordially,

Enclosures
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" .Codd financial

naws for RFE/BL

Reagan budget proposals glve
funding Increase to both services

be bitter medicine for
most government programs outside
gafense, but not for U.S. propagznda and
information efforts aimed at countering
Sovictinfluence and spreading word of the
U.S. zround the world. Radio Liberty and
Rudio Free Europe wounld receive about
$87 million more in operating funds under
the Reagan budgals over tha next two
vears than they would under those pro-
posad by toraer Presidant Cauier And
Rezzan plans essentially to xeep Carter's
proposals for the Voice of America, which
involve an S81-million .increase in fiscal

Rezganomics may

year 1982,

The Rezgzn proposals reflect adminis-
tration determination to carry out
2ezgan’s campaizn pledge totell the world

~of the superiority of the American sysiem
| over Communism. And administration of-
. ficials see the relatively small increases in

the two broadcast services as an inexpen-
sive way of engagingin that kind of dzbate
worldwide.

Radio Liberty, which broadcasts news of
the Scviet Union into that country, and
Radio Free Europe, which offers domestic
news to listeners in other Soviet bloc
countries, are to be given the principal role
in the ideotogical battle. National Security
Council staff members, backed by NSC
chief Richard Allen, are said to have taken

! the ieed in proposing the increase for the

" two services, which are funded through
the Board for International Broadcasting.

" The Reagan administration is seeking a
$600,000 supplemental appropriation for
RL/RFE in 1981, for a new total of
$100,300,000, as well as authority to
divert to operational uses $2,400,000 now
earmarked for relocating RL/RFE person-
nel back to the U.S. The Reagan adminis-
tration no longer plans those relocations.
Much of the $3 million total would be
used to replace facilities lost in the bomb
blast that wrecked the RL/RFE head-
quarters in Munich last month, as well as
to initiate a new service aimed at Soviet
central Asia. ’

The administration is secking $4 million
more for 1982 than the $£94,317,000
Carter had requested. The reduction from
1981 is more appatent than real, since $3
million of the 1681 funds is to meet cur-
rency devaluation needs, and would be
carried over to 1982.

The major news in the budget for

VOA —whose mission is to disseminate
news of the US. worldwide —is the S81
million being sought in 1982 to build relay
stations in Sri Lanka and Botswana 10

; transmit programing to South Asia and-

. Africa. All told,

the Reagan administra-

: tion is seeking $187,616,000 for the VOA .

1

next year, about $1.2 million less than
Carter had proposed.

Both the Carter and the Reagan budgets

¢

e

Broadcasting
April 13, 1981

Bill to establish
U.S. policy council
for international
communications
ready for hearing

The United States® leadership role in sup-

plying technology for internaticnal ¢
munications an

ome-

d informetion flow is

threatened by certain other countries’
policies limiting trade and freedom of in-

formation. The U.S. governm
unprepared 1o negotiate agreemen

these countries,

ent
ts with
because its communica-

is

tions policymaking is t00 compartmen-

talized to recognize and respond to
problem effectively.

the

These are the findings of a report to the
House Committee on Government Opera-

tions comp!

2ted late last year, entitled*

‘In-

ternational Information Flow: Forging a

New Framework.” The report
for a bill to create an executive counc
coordinate U.S. policy for
trade in communications technology

is the basis

il to

international

and

the flow of information, primarily through

common carriers.
Introduced in mid-February by Re

pre-

sentative Glenn English (D-Okla.) the In-

for 1981 proposed about $101.5 million
for the Voice. But the Reagan administra-
tion would include $1.2 million to keep
open a VOA shortwave facility in Bethany,
Ohio, that is heard in South America and
Africa. The funds would be transferred
from an account that was to finance an in-
crease in personnel to do additional
foreign language broadcasts. However, the
Voice still plans to add the 64 3/4 hours of
new programing weekly, to a total of 929
hours and 15 minutes by the end of 1981.

The Voice will add its 40th language in
April, when it begins broadcasting in
Azeri to the Soviet Republic of Azerbai-
jan, which borders on Iran. .

" AfTairs.

- “coordinate the policies and activitit
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ternational Communications Reorgzniz
tion Act will be the subject of hezrings
the Government Operations Subcomm
tee on Government Information znd !
dividual Rights on March 31 and April
Although the bill's primary purpcse is
solve problems for common cariier
equipment companies trading inlc
nationally, it is meant also 102ddress 't
erosion around the world of the basic de
ocratic principle of the free flow of inf
mation.”

A growing number of countries, acco
ing to the committee’s report, are erect’
barriers against trade in common cari
technology and free information exchar
with the United States and other cot
tries, for reasons both economic and po
ical. “*‘Whether or not the United Ste
agrees,” says the report, *‘the other
tions of the world—particularly our i
ing partners in Canada, Japan ¢
Europe —are in the midst of developing
have developed, comprehensive plans :
policies which deal with the full range
information flow questions in an integ
ed manner.” -

To allow the U.S. to develop its ¢
policy, the bill (H.R. 1957) would creatc
executive-level Council on Internatic
Communications and Informati
Headed by an executive secreiary
pointed by the President, the cou

a

would have as its members the secret
of state and commerce, the chairma
the FCC, the United States trade T¢
sentative, the director of the Offic
Management and Budget, and the ¢
tant to the President for Naticnal Sec

According to the bill, the council

all federal agencies involving internat
communications and information,”
shall “review all policy determinalic
federal agencies, and all proposed :
ments of United States policy by
agencies, rtelating 1o international

munications and information, and t

prove, disapprove or modify any

- policy determination or proposed
ment”’

:
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onal Secusity Council,?
affected embassies, and finally, Con-"i
gress. - . .

Vechingion — The Voice of quests came from Chinese iisténers  ment, the Nati
America escapad the wrath of Mr. asking for materials to heip them
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The Unrited qta‘:'s hopes it can end
the jamming of Radio Free Europe
and Radio Liberty by offering free
ti;ne for respenses by Communist of-
ficizls, a governm

terday.
The free time P oponul was outlined

ent oi-:icial sa;?d yes-

in the annual report of the Board:

for Internatioral” Broadcactmg,
government

the”
agency -controlling- the ~

tero U.S-owned stztions which br"?d-f

¢rst to all of the Warsaw Pact ra-
i ons except Fest Germany, | = -
“We are pvem‘ed serigusly {0 con-
tider procedures
available for responses to those spe-
cific complaints [ab:\ut proorammmd
or commentaries] wrx‘cn 'naxe mer;t,
the stalement said. - §- i
A board efficial, Tc'1)

mmo which complaints have merit.
“The © Soviet unIOu, zsuxgar" ancz

cnovovama 'U'\' lO wu:pwu:.y )u..u

L .

for ma=zXinzg fime -

n.-b, said it
would be up to the hod "d to deter-.

st Rep?zes

hub said. “Peland j
broadcasts. Hungary and Ro—
meznia do not interfere at 2ll.” = . i
When American delegates at the ;
Belzrade Conferanice on the Feleinki:

the stations” S

some

. Accords Lave protesied that the jam-3
" ming

violates the treaty’s call forl
free-flowing information, the Soviels®
have responded that they jam becszuse™
the ~stations transmit “defematory’s
prepaganda and serve as frents fors
the Central Int:zllifznce Agency”t
The CIA fumm bu"ﬁ stations untils
1671 : «f
Shub said the free time “ru"’o\al
was meant as a “civilized ﬂ‘ernatue
to jammirg.” He said it would prob-*

ably apply to beth news stories and ¢

editorial comment if d(CeptEd bv the
Ezstern European rpations.
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More foreign broadcasts wxu be mteO‘ral part of
Admlmstratlon campaign to counter spread of Soviet
influence. Plans include additional broadeasts to
Central Asian regions of Soviet Union, bordering . - °
Persian Gulf and Afghanistan. As incdication of new
radio push, President Reagan said he would boost
grants to Radio Free Europe and Radio beerty from
$94.3 million recommended by previous

_ administration to $98.3 million, also will adopt for "“
Voice of America previous administration's proposed

$188 mxllxon budget, up from thxs year's $101 6 rnlhon. .

]
e

" increasing

Approved For Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85-00024R000300030004-5

®

BBC, RFE/RL try - .
to counter shortwave-
jamming by Soviets -

- In an altempt to overcome jamming of

" broadcasts by the Soviet Union, the BBC is

its Russian-language broad-
casts, creating a five-hour block of pro-
grams each day.

The BBC Russian service has been jam-
med since last August, along with other

~Western services. The English-language

world service is left alone, however. The

. BBC also announced that a new service

would begin for Afghanistan in the Pushto
language. ’

Jamming by the Soviet Union and other
Fastern bloc countries continues {0 pose
problems for the American services,
Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty as
well,

fn its annual report to Congress, RFE/

' RL said that while the BBC and the Voice

of America were free from jamming from
1973 to 1980, Radio Liberty (which broad-
casts to the Soviet Union) has been jam-
med continuously since 1953, while Radio
Free Europe is jammed continuously in
C?Lchoblov‘:ha and Bulgdna‘ and less
C“CQKIVCIJ “l run:ulu..

The financial statement showed that the
two services received more than $90
million through annual congressional
grant in 1980, and incurred a loss of just
over 35 mitlion. Tt projected that by fiscal
year 1982, the annual budgal will exceed
$100 million.

Broadcasling Apr 13 1081
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